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Founded in 2000 by the Health Protection Agency (HPA) with funding from the Wellcome Trust, the National Collection of Pathogenic Viruses 
(NCPV) has provided authenticated, well-characterised viral strains to the scientific community for a quarter of a century. Now operated by the 
UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA), NCPV has a current repository of over 340 viruses — including x-ray inactivated SARS-CoV-2 and MPXV 
— NCPV has played a pivotal role in facilitating research and supporting outbreak response. As virology continues to evolve, NCPV remains 
committed to advancing science through the preservation and distribution of high-quality viruses.

Staff recruitment & 
virus accessioning 
began

Skilled staff were 
hired and trained; 
initial viruses began 
entering the collection

Launched purified viral 
DNA/RNA production

High demand led to the 
introduction of purified viral 
nucleic acid products

Zika virus response 

NCPV supplied 50 
labs in 16 countries 
with live Zika or Zika 
RNA during the 
outbreak

Respiratory Syncytial 
Virus type A became 
the first official virus 
in the collection

First virus deposited: 
RSV-A

1stNCPV was founded to preserve 
and distribute pathogenic viruses 
for scientific research

Established with funding 
from the Wellcome Trust

NCPV 500 project launched

In partnership with the 
Wellcome Sanger Institute, 
NCPV began sequencing 500 
viral genomes using 
Illumina technology

First virus sold       

NCPV distributed 
its first virus to a 
customer, marking 
the start of its 
scientific impact

X-ray inactivated 
SARS-CoV-2 released

First batch of inactivated 
COVID virus made 
available to researchers

Diagnostic lab 
support

NCPV supports  
UKHSA’s diagnostic 
lab and outbreak 
response teams

MPXV added to collection

Mpox virus (MPXV) 
added to the NCPV 
collection

NCPV supported 
UKHSA (then PHE) 
with coronavirus 
provision. 

COVID-19 
response begins

Catalogue reaches 
over 320 viruses

NCPV remains globally 
relevant with an 
extensive and up to 
date virus collection
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